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is here for the first time translated from Arabic into English. — J. W. 
Moncrief. 

Die Ambrosiamschen Tituli. Eine litlerarhistorisch-archaologische 
Studie von Sebastian Merkle. Mit einer Ausgabe der Tituli als 
Anhang. Sonderabdruck aus der Romischen Quartalschrift, X, 185-222. 
(Rom, 1896; Freiburg i. B. : Herder'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung ; St. 
Louis: B. Herder; pp. 42, $0.22 net.) Franz Juret published in 1589, 
in Vol. VIII of Bibliotheca Patrum (edited by M. de la Bigne, Paris), 
twenty-one distichs that are supposed to have been titles by Ambro- 
sius written originally under paintings in the church at Milan. With- 
out giving his own source, Juret introduced them : "incipiunt disticha 
sancti Ambrosii de diversis rebus quae in basilica Ambrosiana scripta 
sunt." Almost all recent editors of Ambrosius and critics of early 
Christian literary monuments have denied their genuineness, with the 
exception of de Rossi, Inscript. Christ., Vol. II, 1, p. 160, whom 
Merkle follows. Our author argues that Ambrosius has always been 
known as the author of some metrical inscriptions, graven in stone, 
etc., and thus preserved longer. There are good reasons, also, in 
favor of the genuineness of these twenty-one distichs, tituli, as the 
work of Ambrosius. External witnesses are these: (1) Juret's intro- 
ductory words, which, however, cannot be proved to have rested on 
older sources ; (2) traces, though very faint, of early, lost collections 
and sayings ; (3) a line from these distichs preserved in two codices of 
the ninth century ; (4) a remark by Gennadius, De vir. ill., 13 ; (5) their 
imitation in Prudentius' Dittochaeum, whose genuineness, though 
doubted by many, our author is about to show conclusively. The dis- 
tichs themselves show great probability of Ambrosian authorship. 
Type and symbolism show nothing that militates against their being 
the work of Ambrosius ; in style and languge they agree with other 
acknowledged writings of the bishop, as Biraghi has shown. The 
writer of these tituli does not yet know the Vulgate, which would be 
impossible in post-Ambrosian times. Neither can the iconographic 
objections, raised by many, be upheld. The description given by the 
tituli refers to pictures which could easily have existed at that time. 
(This, however, is denied by many important critics.) The author 
finally traces the original order of the whole cycle, according to which 
he prints the text of the twenty-one tituli, which to students of 
Ambrose must be a welcome addition ; together with the critical appa- 
ratus to these, from Biraghi's edition, which, however, is so vague and 
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indefinite in its language as to be anything but convincing. In gen- 
eral we must say that the author has not proved to our satisfaction 
that this cycle of distichs was known in the fourth century, their very 
nature pointing rather to the sixth. The author deserves our thanks 
for bringing this question up again for discussion ; he himself cannot 
and will not claim to have uttered the last deciding word in this matter. 
— W. Muss-Arnolt. 

The Boniface. By the Rev. J. Gregory Smith, M.A., Hon. LL.D., 
Edinburgh. (London : Society for Promoting Christian Knowl- 
edge; New York : E. & J. B. Young & Co., 1896, 106 pp., is. 6d.) 
This little book is one of The Fathers for English Readers. It is 
made up chiefly from the correspondence of Boniface and from the 
Vita Bonifacii by Willi'oald, a companion of Boniface. The work is 
well done. Many interesting and central facts about the great mis- 
sionary are brought out. An introduction gives some of the leading 
features of the state of Europe at this time. Then follow accounts of 
his early life, his " missionary skirmishes," his more serious and per- 
manent work in Thuringia and Franconia. Boniface worked largely 
under the direction of Rome. While he was a man of independence, 
convictions, and persistency, he always sought advice in cases of pecu- 
liar difficulty. It is interesting to see that the church even at the 
opening of the eighth century is far advanced in corruption, and that 
this sincere man of action kindly but firmly rebukes these departures 
from faith and righteouness. The selections from his letters at the 
close of the volume throw light on the character of the man, and the 
reader will wish there had been many more of them. A good map 
is a great desideratum. — J. W. Moncrief. 

An Introduction to Theology : Its Principles, its Branches, its Results, 
and its Literature. By Alfred Cave, A.B., D.D., Principal and Professor 
of Theology of Hackney College, London. Second edition, largely 
rewritten. (Edinbugh: T. & T. Clark; New York: imported by 
Chas. Scribner's Sons, pp. xiii + 610, $4.50.) This revised edition 
of Dr. Cave's most useful work, though, as the author says, largely 
rewritten, differs rather in detail than in essential characteristics 
from the former edition. Aside from the revision of the lists of books, 
the mos't notable changes are as follows : The section " What is 
Religion ?" has been rewritten, the matter on pp. 47-57 being largely 
new. Pp. 77-9 and 87-9 show revision and enlargement. Pp. 123- 



